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to the theory of instincts brought forward by its critics.
But many of them insist also on another objection which
may at first sight seem to have a certain plausibility.
The psychology of instinct, they say, is merely the old
fallacious faculty psychology served up in a different
form. And they point to the usage of numerous authors
who, in the course of literary or social studies, inevitably
come upon psychological problems and who proceed to
solve them by the easy method of postulating corre-
sponding instincts in the human race or in the particular
individuals concerned. And they support this charge,
somewhat irrelevantly, by pointing out that the various
authors who have attempted to deal with the problems of
instinct in a more scientific manner are not agreed as to
what instincts are common to the human race, some
postulating few and others many human instincts. I have
examined this and various other criticisms at some length
elsewhere.1 Here it may suffice to cite the concise refuta-
tion of this criticism made by Professor Tolman. " The
assumption of instincts, it is said, is similar to the now
discredited assumption of mental faculties. For the
c instincts ' are mere class names which the Instinct psy-
chologists have elevated to the rank of potencies. The
charge is levelled most directly at the teleological theories.
These theories are said to assume mystical drives or forces
behind the actual responses. But the assumption of such
forces adds nothing to a causal and descriptive explanation
of the phenomena. Is the indictment sound ? Are the
teleological definitions, in any serious sense, a return to
faulty psychology ? It would hardly seem so. For how
else can we so simply and easily describe such empirical
facts as that, with constant environmental conditions,
one and the same external stimulus will, in. the same
individual on one occasion arouse one response and on
another occasion a quite different response, and that one
and the same stimulus will arouse two quite different

1 In two articles published in the Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology, " The Use and Abuse of Instinct in Social Psychology "
(1922), and " Can Sociology and Social Psychology dispense with
Instincts ? " (1924).